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Christmas 

Christmas can be a joyous time of year.  A time for loved ones, friends and 

celebrations.  This year things may be very different but I hope that these 

activities will bring you a bit of magic and festive cheer.   In this workshop you 

will be given ideas for making lovely handmade cards, gifts, labels and 

decorations.                                    

Materials.                                            

• Card. 

• Foil, greaseproof paper. 

• Mixed paper (photocopy, 

watercolour, coloured) 

• Pens 

• Felt-tip pens 

• Glue 

• Sellotape 

• Foam sheets 

• Thread or string 

• Brown parcel paper 

• Cardboard (e.g. old cereal 

boxes) 

• Scraps of material 

• Cotton wool or tissue paper 

• Beads, sequins, glitter.  

1. Christmas cards               

There is something special about homemade cards.  Perhaps you could make a 

few for people special to you, or be brave and make lots! 

Cut a sheet of foam to the size of card you are 

planning to make.  Use a pen to make your design in 

the foam.  Press quite hard so that you leave clear 

lines but not so hard that you make holes in the 

foam.   

Now have fun printing your designs.  You could use 

one colour or many.  If you use several colours make 

sure that you work quickly so that the paint doesn’t 

dry out.  You could print your design onto coloured 

paper and stick on some glitter or sparkle if you 

have some.   Add details using paint or pen. 

mailto:education@silkmacclesfield.org.uk


    Have a Dabble at Home – Christmas 

Contact: education@silkmacclesfield.org.uk | Macclesfieldmuseums.co.uk | 01625 613210 

 

2. Tree Decorations 

Use cardboard and some sellotape to make some cone shapes.  Make a pin 

hole in the top and push some thread or ribbon through to hang up your 

decoration.  You could instead shape newspaper or foil into a ball with a ribbon 

at the top.   

Cover your decoration with  white tissue paper – sticking it on with PVA glue.  

Paint it with acrylic paint.  When it is dry you could add glitter or other 

decoration. 
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3. Bunting 

Make yourself some simple cardboard templates, e.g. a star, tree, bird, or 

heart. Cut several of each shape. Now fold and pleat each one and cut an 

attractive pattern. String up and display. 

 

4. Mobiles 

These make really attractive decorations and would also make lovely gifts. 

Make yourself templates of shapes you want to make, such as a bird, star, etc.  

You could make one from thin card or watercolour paper. I find that 3 is a good 

number to display.  

Cut out your shapes and paint them on both sides. 
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I have also made a dove mobile by sewing some doves out of fabric. 

Here is a template for the 

doves.  

I have used old material 

that I had at home. Start by 

cutting out the shapes and 

sewing them  together.   I 

have stuffed mine with 

cotton wool but you could 

also use tissues. 

Add some sewn details 

with thread and add beads or sequins if you have any. 

5. Window Decorations 

Bring some colour into your home with this simple idea .          

Firstly, cut out the frames for your windows using cardboard. I have used 

circles ( I used a saucer and tin lid for shape). Stick a circle of grease proof 

paper to the back of the frame.  

Now have fun painting with acrylic 

paint.  You could do a pattern or 

scene.  Use quite thick paint and 

leave it to dry.  

You could add cling film to the 

window side in case of 

condensation.  

You can hang it as it is or with snow 

flakes to give a stained glass effect. 

I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and for the 

whole world a healthy, better year in 2021.   

Warmest wishes my creative friends, Julie xxx 
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