
    Hieroglyphs 

 

Contact: education@silkmacclesfield.org.uk | Macclesfieldmuseums.co.uk | 01625 613210 

Hieroglyphs 

For thousands of years, the Ancient Egyptian language was used to write stories, spells and records 

on papyrus scrolls and the walls of tombs and temples.   

Hieroglyphs are little pictures of animals and objects.  The good thing about this was that if you 

wanted to write about a thing that you could easily draw, like a bull or a loaf of bread, you could just 

draw it.  To write about more complicated things like feelings the Ancient Egyptians needed an 

alphabet.   Below is a simple version of an Egyptian alphabet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities 

1) Write a coded message using hieroglyphs 

The hieroglyphs are a bit like a code.  Can you write a message in hieroglyphs for someone else to 

decode?   

2) Create your own picture alphabet 

The Ancient Egyptians chose plants and animals for most of their symbols.  These were things that 

everyone knew and were familiar to them.  Can you create your own picture alphabet?  Draw 

something for each letter from A to Z.  Remember that you don’t want them to be too complicated if 
you are going to have to write them lots of times if using them for a message! 
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3) Make your own cartouche 

Ancient Egyptians used to write the names 

of their royal families in an oval shape. In 

hieroglyphic texts, you often see signs 

enclosed in oval shapes, which are called 

cartouches. 

To make your own cartouche you need to write your name in hieroglyphs.  Use the alphabet above 

to help.  When you have finished you should draw an oval around the outside and add a line at one 

end.  

Think about how you can decorate your cartouche.  Add colour and decoration around the outside.  

Alternatively, you could make your cartouche out of salt dough.   

Ingredients: salt, flour, water 

 You can make salt dough using 3 ingredients (salt, flour 

and water).  For every 1 spoon full of salt you need 2 spoons full of 

flour.   

 Mix the salt and flour together.  

  Add water slowly and stir.  You won’t need a lot of water. 
 It should all come together and feel like playdough. If it is 

too sticky add more salt and flour.  

 Make your dough into an oval shape and carve your name 

into it in hieroglyphs.  You could use the end of a bbq skewer or a 

cocktail stick.  

 If you would like it to be a pendant you should make a hole in the top before baking it.  

Drying out salt dough takes a long time.  Put them on a tray in the oven at 120 degrees.  How long it 

takes will depend on the size of your pendant.  The thinner it is the quicker it will dry.  
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